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‘Christmas Revels’ brings all ages to stage

By DYLAN REFFE

Current Correspondent

hat do an 85-year-old ex-
CIA agent and an 8-year-
old student have in com-

mon? They are the “age bookends”
to the cast of over 200 who will
help put on this year’s “Christmas
Revels” production.

The Washington Revels’ flagship
performance will be presented eight
times at George Washington Uni-
versity’s Lisner Auditorium over the
next two weekends. A celebration
of the winter solstice, the show fea-
tures “‘rousing traditional tunes, sea-
sonal carols, ancient hymns, lush
folk songs, familiar Revels sing-
alongs,” and more.

The show takes place in mid-
19th-century Ireland and on the
Atlantic Ocean, where an Irish crew
sets forth for a new world and a
new hope.

Dick Kovar, the most senior
member of this year’s cast, thinks
the long-running “Christmas Rev-
els” keeps improving each year. “It
gets better every year,” Kovar said.
“It’s always fun — always different,
but always fun.”

And he should know: This will
be his 22nd straight “Revels” pro-
duction. Kovar, now 85, joined the
Washington Revels not long after
the group was formed 25 years ago,
with the idea of reviving and cele-
brating cultural traditions through
music, dance, storytelling, drama

and ritual.

This year’s cast is almost entire-
ly comprised of amateurs and vol-
unteers, and the show will feature
over 100 on-stage performers,
including actors, singers, musicians,
a teen chorus and a children’s cho-
rus. There are also more than 100
off-stage workers including volun-
teers in makeup, props, costumes,
box office and merchandise.

One of the members of the chil-
dren’s chorus is Nico Rasi-deMat-
ties, a student in the French immer-
sion program at Sligo Creek Ele-
mentary School. At 8, Nico is the
youngest member of the cast.

“He’s been asking and waiting to
be in the show since he was 2,” said
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Jo Rasi, Nico’s mother, and also the
marketing and development director
for the Revels.

“Finally I’'m old enough,” Nico
said, beaming. “I’ve wanted to be in
the ‘Christmas Revels’ for my
whole life.”

Both Nico and castmate Sasha
Vesensky, a second-year member of
the children’s chorus, also want to
be a part of the Revels team for
many years to come.

“I can’t wait to be an adult,” said
Sasha. “Because they get all the
good roles.”

“Yeah,” echoed Nico. “We’re
going to be the leads!”

Nico and Sasha are two of 16
children in the production, who —
like the adults in the cast — come
from a variety of locations across
the region.

T
—_——

Party,
1 Play &
Shop...

Photos courtesy of the Washington Revels

A cast of over 200 will perform as part of this year's “Christmas
Revels” at the Lisner Auditorium starting this weekend.

“Our 16 children represent 12
different local schools,” said Rasi,
“and we have cast members from as
far away as Annapolis, Woodbridge
and northern Montgomery County.”

“It’s an incredible mix of com-
munity,” said Kovar. “We all love
participating and singing for the
audience.”

Second assistant director Will
Waurzel was once a part of Kovar’s
audience. Wurzel first auditioned in
2004 after being captivated by mul-
tiple performances of the previous
year’s “Christmas Revels.”

“You could feel the love that the
cast had for each other,” said Wur-
zel. “I got an email about a possible
audition, and I’ve been a member
ever since.”

Since his retirement 10 years
ago, Wurzel has also volunteered in
the Revels’ office a couple of days a
week. And he’s not the only one.

Tom Martella is one of a handful
of newcomers to the production,

who, like Wurzel, felt compelled to
volunteer after seeing the different
shows for so many years.

“The talents and abilities of the
cast were a bit intimidating at first,”
said Martella. “But I really enjoyed
the common spirit the leadership
fostered.”

It’s “a very welcoming group,
even for a newcomer like me,” he
added.

“This is a community of per-
formers,” Wurzel said.

After every show, the Revels
exit through the audience and then
wait in the lobby, where they take
questions and meet their fans.

“I get to be a ham,” Kovar said.
“I love to sing, I love interacting
with the chorus and the audience,
but I really love that I get to be a
ham!”

Tickets are still available for
many of the performances, and
they can be purchased online at
washingtonrevels.tix.com.

Stop in Memorial Hall to enjoy our extensive village.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 9-10:30am
PCA Breakfast with Santa and Cookie Exchange

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 11am
Second Sunday of Advent: Preparation!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 10am-3pm.
Parents Day Out—Contact church office for details.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 11am
Third Sunday of Advent: Waiting!/

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 11am
Community Preschool of the Palisades “Holiday Sing Along”
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 7:30pm Lessons
“Blue Christmas” Worship Instrument Rentals & Sales
Repairs

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 11am
Fourth Sunday of Advent: _Annunciation!
Seasonal Music by the Chancel Choir;
“Christmas Tea” and program by youth.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 5pm
Christmas Eve Service: Fulfillment!
Traditional “Lessons and Carols” and candlelight closing

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 11am
First Sunday after Christmas

City’s largest print music
selection, accessories, &
unique musical gifts

MON - THUR 10 am - 8 pm
Fri & Sat 10 am - 6 pm
SUN 12 -5 pm
4530 Wisconsin Avenue, NW
202-244-7326

www.middlecmusic.com

Saturday, December 6 at 4:00 pm

Sunday, December 7 at 4:00 pm

Saturday, December 13 at 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm
Sunday, December 14 at 4:00 pm

Dumbarton
Concerts

(202) 965-2000
www.dumbartonconcerts.org




